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WO OZETSERS. 
I0 Ma. VOLNEY. 


Introduftory Matter. WET | OO = ; 4 
+ 5 EO e 
"Tar letter that you have fad” pleaſed t to - 
„ addrch to me ſhews. that you are a little out of hu - + 
mour, though I cannot diſcover any cauſe of offence __ 
that I have given you, beſides my controverting = 
the opinions advanced in your book. And yet, 5 
ſince you ſay, p. 12, that you wrote * only from 
TY ſpirit of doubt and uncertainty, which appeared '-, ,— 
to you the beſt ſuited to the human mind, and 
* moſt adapted to its improvement,” you ought to = 
have been pleaſed with the diſcuſſion which u 
had invited. You certainly would not have ſtarted _— 
any opinions which you. thought to be of no impor» 4 2 
tance, and it was to theſe ſubjects of diſcuſſion „ 1 5 
I confined my remarks. _ —_ 
If you will pleaſe to reconſider the paſſages which _—. 
; you have quoted, and conceive to be abuſive, ou 4 
Vill not find that, in uy of them, I charge you with = 
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| Letters to Mr. V alney. 
any bad :defign, incapacity, or. „ ignorance, 


but only of the fubje&s which you undertook to diſ- 


cuſs; and this I aſcribe to inattention only. If I 


had thought meanly of your underſtanding, 1 
ſhould not have claſſed you, as I have done, with - 


Voltaire, and D'Alembert, who are among the firſt, 
if not the very firſt, and the moſt admired, of your 
writers: nor indeed ſhould I have troubled you with 
any notice at all. 

If any perſon ſhould advance that there never 
exiſted ſuch a perſon as Alexander the Great, or 


Julius Cæſar, would you ſcruple to ſay that he was 


very ignorant of general hiſtory; and yet he pits | | 
be a great mathematician, a natural philoſopher, or 


12 moraliſt. When, therefore, I ſind you treating” 


the hiſtory of Jeſus Chriſt as a mere fable, what- 


ever I may think of you in other reſpects (and 1 
have expreſsly ſaid, p. 142, that I am diſpoſed to 


think very highly of you) I cannot help conſidering 


you as ignorant of eccleſiaſtical hiſtory ; and if, with 
my own belief of the truth of the Goſpel hiſtory, I ; 
had uſed any other term on the occaſion, it muſt | 


1 been one much more opprobrious. 

If I have inadvertently introduced into my ani- - 
madverſions on your- writings any thing of a per- 
ſonal nature, and foreign to the argument, you, 
Sir, have not been ſufficiently careful to avoid fol- 
lowing a bad example. For our readers will oY 


Letters to Mr. Volney. 


think that the mention of my large hat, ſtraight hair, 
or mortified countenance, (which in your note p. 9, 
you hint to be a mark of hypocriſy) my knowledge 
or my ignorance of chemiſtry, my denying the divi- 
nity of Chriſt, my mecting you in Spruce ſtreet, or 
dining with you at Mr. Ruſſel's, &c. &c. &c. can 
contribute to throw any light on your argument. wg 
To. our readers theſe things are of no conſequence 
at all; nor, excepting a few perſons who are ac- 
quainted with us, will our names be conſidered as 
any thing more than ſo many letters of the alpha« 
bet, yours conſiſting of ſix letters, and mine of nine. 
But the things that are truly intereſting to our 
readers, and to all men, are whether there be any 
truth in the Goſpel hiſtory, whether there be a 
God, a providence, or a future ſtate. All theſe 
I believe, and you deny ; and our readers are in- 
tereſted to know which of us can produce more 
probable arguments in ſupport of our reſpective 
opinions. You have openly avowed your opinions, 
and yet you ſhrink from the defence of them. 
Ibis is, no doubt, a religious controverſy ; but if 
you had the diſlike that you now expreſs for every 
thing of this nature, you ſhould not have provoked 
it. If when you firſt wrote you thought yourſelf, 
as no doubt you did, ſufficiently maſter of your 
ſubject, you are ſo ſtill, and therefore are able to vin- 
dicate what you wrote; and your reputation being 
N „ 2 more 


— 


more than ever intereſted, it will be taken . 
granted, that the only true reaſon for your ſlente 


V conſciouſneſs s of your inability to defend what 
=_ you have advanced, joined with the ſhame of ac- | 
—_ knowledging yourſelf to have. been in an error, and 
=—_ not any of the eight reaſons you have thought pro- 
1 1 per to allege. | ; 135 g 
=_ "You fay you have not leifure ; but with your 
= Knowledge of the ſubject, leſs time than you have 
employed in writing your letter to me would have 


„ E ſufficed for a proper anſwer to my arguments. It 
=  . evident that you are not deficient either in abj- 
= ity as à writer, or in a reaſonable degree of confi- 
= | dence in that ability; and you have an n advantage 15 
=  which'T have not, in the predifpoſition of your 


i readers. For though I conſider your yr as ex- 
= ceedingly weak in point of argument, it is Written 
in ſuch a manner as to be very captivating to the 


pong and the ignorant. Few perſons will attend 

do arguments by which'they do not with to be con- 

1 vinced; and this will be the caſe with moſt young 

bpPerſons, who wiſh to throw off the reſtraints of re- 
 _ ligion. Many are really afraid to read any thing 

nn faveur of religion, from a ſecret ſuſpicion leſt the 

=. opinions which they have taken up from ſuch wri- . 

_ tings as yours ſhould be ſhaken. "They wiſh to 

hape their minds at caſe on the ſubject, and not to 


- 


| have them diſturbed. I may preach, but they wilt 


2 


2 
- 
; 
POE: 


Letters ts Mr. Vole, 7 
not hear ; 1 may write, but they will not read. But 
they will read your writings, and thoſe of other 
unbelievers with an eager deſire to be ſatisfied, and 
to have the doubts which they cannot wholly conceal 
from themſelves removed. With this diſpoſition 
they will take plea ſure in reading large volumes in 


favour of the opinions that you have advanced, 


when they will not have patience to read a ſmall 
pamphlet written againſt them. On this account 


for one reader that I can expect you will have ten. 


But I ſhall rejoice if by any thing that I can do I 
can reſcue but one perſon in ten from the influence 
of principles ſo fatal to virtue and peace of mind, as 
IQ conſider yours to be. 
Lou complain of my appearing in 1 the 3 
8 of your adverſary, after our having had ſome com- 
munication as friends, but I am not aware of any 
inconſiſtency in this condut, I never treated you 
perſonally with the leaſt diſreſpect. I only contro- 
verted the principles which you openly maintained, 
and I hope you have not forgotten the old adage 
Amicus Socrates, amicus Plato, ſed . magis amica 
Veritas. I have lived on the very beſt terms with 
ſeveral perſons with whom I have had public con- 
troverſies. This circumſtance never occaſioned the 
| traſt abatement, or interruption, of our friendſhip; 
and by your own account my behaviour to you 
khewed that J had no idea of being on amy other 
£7 terms 
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8 terms with nel, and though you refed my 
Se OM overtures, 1 bear you no ill will. The world, and 
. even this city, 1 wide enough for us both. „ 


eie Tendency of Infiddliy. 
a Sis, e 8 


Pater you never did me any injury, 


you "ES greatly injured many for whom 1 ought 


to be concerned ; and would not you ſtop the hand 
of your neareſt friend if he was going to ſet fire to 
the houſe of your neighbour, or even of your 
enemy. Now your book is one of the fire· brands 


that I am deſirous of quenching. Deſtitute as it is 
ol any thing approaching to ſolid argument, yet by | 
1 the fplendour of your imagination, and the faſcinat- 


ing charms of your diction, it confounds the ideas 
of many young perſons. - Having little previous 
knowledge, a wrt too prone to licentiouſneſs, 6 


a wiſh to free themſelves from what they call vul- 
gar prejudices, Jae finding a man of your celebrity 2 
and ſhining talents to have thrown off all the re- 
ſtraints of religion, they, without -any capacity to | 

examine your arguments, content themſelves with 
On your example ; and the immediate con- 


| ſequence 


— 


conſult nothing but their pleaſure and their intereſt 
init; and in my opinion, though not in yours, theit 
minds will, in conſequence of it, become radically 
debaſed, and they will be ready to follow the pre- 
vailing inclination, whatever it be, under the Pre- 
tence of hrs 8 — ouly proceed | hogan 
ture. 


which it may not be eaſy for him wholly to eradi- 


cate, If you yourſelf ſaw a man in a fituation in 


which he might materially benefit himſelf by in- 


juring you, and without any fear of detection, aud ; 
you knew tHat He had no reſpect tö a God, or a 
dence in 


future ſtate, you could not have any co 
his friendſhip. You would even think him a fool 


if he did not conſult his own intereſt at the expetce 


of yours, that of his country; or of the whole 
world. If he was reſtrained in theſe circumſtances, 


it muſt be from ſome principle which you would call 
_ preudice, and not from cool reaſon; and as to an 


ſpecies of private indulgence, by which no 
perſon was directly injured, and himſelf only re-· 
fo ory and — you could n lay 
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que ce of this is, that, rejeding the belief of 4 
Gold, of a providenee, and of a future ſtate, and 
| g no farther tliau the preſent life, they will 


Wa alleles reſpblt in any degree dental 5 
oy and act a frlendly and patriotic part, it muſt 
be from the remains of better principles and habits; Te 
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proſpect of Chr 


will naturally fay, ren is your 3 


Wy" Waking up to the great Author of nature * F ; 
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Swat nde ann 1 en though bis. mind 
Vas evidently debaſed by ſenſual indulgence, and ls 
| yas ſinking himſelf to a. level with brute. beaſts. 
n rules of morality, As. in your 


Catechiſm, but you cannot ſupply . ſuffi 


* 


Happily, a human being cannot . ates 
biraſelf. Hep. may believe that he ſhall die like a 
brate, but he cannot wholly: live like one. He 


* 


iſt tia 1 are « tick th 2 ee 

in happineſs as chen advance in years, and the infir- 
e e, der. the neareſt approaches of Kun. 
The man who enters 597 Aka but * will 
be able intirely to do this) i into the ſpirit of infidelity, : 
wil haue Aurle reſpe&t even for the liberal purſuits 
Expecting to exiſt but a few years, he 
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Letter to My. V rin * 


air" to a purfuit, which he doubts not will be 
reſumed with infinitely more advantage and ſatisfac- 
tion in another ſtate.” Theſe noble objects will i in 
time loſe their power of amuſing the man who be⸗ 
lieves that he will ſoon die, and be no more. He 
will not even read except for the fake of amuſe- 
ment, when his time cannot be filled up with what 
he will call more ſabſlantial pleaſures; which with 
him will only be thoſe of ſenſe. He will get money 
with no other view ; and at length, other gratifica- 
tions loſing their edlith, this will become his ſole 
object. And what : a deſpicable being is this, Your 
principles even tend to extinguiſh a laudable love of 
fame, For what i is this, when the man ſhall be no 
mere. 

When I ſee the principles of your writings, ad | 
thoſe of many others, doing this eſſential j injury to 
mankind, and eſpecially to young perſons, who are 
entering on the ſtage of life, while others of bette 
principles are going off; when I ſee the race of 
man, the nobleſt offspring of God, in danger of 
being debaſed, and in a manner brutalized, by your 
writings, do I not act the part of the friend of man. 
kind, when I endeayour to counteract their eſſects z 
though I am ſenſible that in the preſent ſtate. of 

e my ſucceſs will be but mall. dat oy 0a 
But religion is not only the guide of life, but 
13 * beſt ſupport under the troubles of it, 
244k N 3h. and 


1 9 1 . 1 vou 
Principles would deprive men. And what have vou 
_ to give them in its place? Being a much older man 
than you, I have had more experience of the value 


pf religion in this reſpect than you can have. I have 


had many trials, and ſome heavy loſſes, which have 
left a vpid which nothing in the world can fill; and 
yet I would nat exchange my ſorrows for your joys, 
Mere you in my ſituation, I ſhould regard you with 5 
compaſſion; for I bear you no ill will. Could you, 
Sir, have the feelings that I. ſometimes have, you 
would give. all. wg words if {you had it, to 8 * 


. 1 gumen a fr the ing of + c. 
b, e er 


+ 8 45 3 1 


e you ſeem | half pete to apo ogize 1 
ſome of the opinions advanced in your Ruins, by inf 
timating that you ſometimes expreſſed the ſentiments 
f others, as thoſe of the grand lama, &c. though 
this mode of writing is now fo hackneyed that it 
deceives nobody, I am willing to accept of the apo - 
logy, eſpecially with reſpe& to what you have ad- 

6 peing of 0. 1 do this the 
0 


Later 10 Mr. Fals, 13 


more readily, as both in your Travel, and in this 
pamphlet, you indirectly dn your belief of a Sus 
W Intelligence. 


In your account. of the 3 you rin 0 aims : | 


p. 239.) that *© nature formed this animal no leſs 
* hardy and frugal than the ſoil is ſterile and un- 
£+ grateful; and that © the nature of this animal was 
adapted to the climate; in which jt exiſts by ſome 

diſpoſing intelligence.“ In this letter to me u 

ſay, p. 14. I am induced to believe that the uni- 
* verſe is governed by laws of wiſdom and juſtice.” 

Indeed ſo obvious are the marks of deſign in the 

wonderful frame of nature, that the moſt atheiſtical 

Writers frequently betray a propenſity to the belief 

of a God. For what is nature, or à diſpoſing intel, 

ligence, but God. The terms are different, but the 
ideas annexed to them are preciſely the ſame. In 


Phat this diſpoſing intelligence reſides is a ſecondary 


queſtion, and ſo is that concerning the origin (if we 
may ſo ſpeak) of this great Being, And, difficult as 
i is to admit the eternity and ſelf-exiſtence of an all: 
1 being, the only poſſible alternative, which is 

that of the ſelf-cxiltence * ee being, is 


more difficult. 
Vou muſt 8 that — 1 ne 
ee a principle of intelligence, equal to the for- 
mation of a camel, and the adaptation of his frame, 
his powers, and his habits, to nis ſituatian; becauſe 


"RS 


fach an animal —— Pry to es an in 
nite ſucceſſion of ſuch creatures will not ſatisfy the 
mind, Alſo ſomething muſt have exiſted from all 
eternity, and of courſe have been unereated. For 
i ever there had been a time in which nothing had 


| exiſted, every perſon muſt be ſenſible that nothing 


could ever have exiſted. We have, therefore, only 
the choice of two ſuppoſitions, viz: that of the eter- 
nal facceffion of ſuch beings as camels and men, evi- 
dently incapable of underſtanding their own ſtruc- 
ture, and much more of producing it, and that of 
the eternity; and confequently the ſelf-exiſtence, 5 
1 Being of infinite intelligence, and infinite power, 
equal to the production of every thing that we fee. 
Of the two great difficulties in our conception of 
things, this is certainly the leſs. My hypotheſis wilt 
Ar leaſt account for the facts, but yours cannot do 
it; the cauſe not being equal to the viſible effects. 
If men and animals were formed, as you ſay in 
Four Ruins, by ſome unknown pewwer, and then drops 
perl by accident on the earth, why do we not now 
ant then find theſe original animals in our fields or 
gardens? Is this unknown power extin&? I hope, 
therefore, you will no more repreſent the belief of 
an intelligent author of nature, who formed it on a 
plan, and ideas previouſly exiſting in his mind, as 
more abſurd'than the rg of the viſible parts 
of nature, ſuch as the * moon, ſtars, &. 
A 4 | LETTER 
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"he"; IEP in 5 — manner 1 in 

the ads letter, to admit the exiſtence of a 
ſupreme, intelligence, the author of man and of all 
things, every thing that the ſyſtem, of revelation 
ſuppoſes mult be allowed to be Poſſible... For, cer- 
tainly, this great Being, having made man. capable. 
of enjoying an endleſs exiſtence, and of improving 
in the whole courſe of it, may. haye deſtined him for 
it; having made him capable of moral gover 6 
he may have ſubjected him to it 3 and conſequently 
have provided for the reward of his virtues, and the 

| puniſhment of his vices, in a future ſtate, to ich 
it is unqueſtionably i in his power to raiſe him. hat | 
God has given us the fulleſt aſſurance that he will - 
do ſo, we believe on the plaineſt and moſt UDEXCEP- 
tionable of all evidence, which is that of men 8 
ſenſes, in thoſe works to which omnjpotence only is 
equal. Of this we have no more doubt chan we 
have of the truth of any hiſtorical facts whatever. 
| For till you, Sir, give us ſome better reaſons than 
you have yet done for the non-exiſtence of ſuch a 


MS as Fla Shri, we ſhall * only believe 
chat 


that there was ſuch a perſon, but that he wrought 
real miracles in arteſtation of his divine miſſion, that 
he died, and roſe again; that many thouſands were 
witneſſes of his miracles, living and dying in the 
firm belief of them, and therefore that they are in- 
titled to our belief as op as if we ourſelves had 
been witneſſes of them. 

That the ſtrongeſt evidence will not equally i 1 
preſs all perſons, you, Sir, have ſhewn the fulleſt 
_=_ in yourſelf, in not admitting the exiſtence 

of Jeſus Chriſt, and treating the whole of the 
Galpet Wi as'a fable. The man who can reſiſt 
the evidence of theſe hiſtorical facts might have done 
at that tie Goſpel hiſtory" relates of the Phariſees 
_ wid Jewiſh rulers. It i is, indeed, a degree of incre- 
dulity of which there are few examples, eſpecially 
| cbnſideritig that you, Sir, rank with literati, and 
of the firſt” claſs, and that you have even viſited the 
; ery e countries which were the teenie of We "great 
* Had 7 9M on wa n Oer *) 
traly; as you have done in Paleſtine, and after reads 
ing the Claſſic hiſtoriaiis, denied that there ever ex- 
iſted fuch men as Pericles or Julius Cæſar, Demoſt- 
© henes or Cicero, he would not have ſhewn a more 
unreaſonable incredulity; there being much more 
evidence of the exiſtence of Jeſus Chriſt than of 
| any of the perſons 1 * named. He is men- 
1 tioned 


ä every ſublegtent period, and has left more 
| traces of his exiſtence, which continue to this day. 
He did not live in an ignorant age, of en 
ignorant people, For if you were: required tor 
any time in what may be called antiquity, in which 
there was the moſt knowledge, and that knowledge 
the moſt generally diffuſed, it would 2 
time of the promulgation of —— 
Greek language was then more generall 

ſtood, and uſed, than in any; period whatever, 

fore or ſince. The of the New Teſtament, 
which were intended for the uſe of all countries, 
being all written in Greek, is itſelf a proof of this. 
And for one perſon” who could read or write in 
Greece or Italy, there were probably ten or a hun- 
dred: who could dv. fo in Judea for long before 
that time; and to this day, theſe liberal een 
were common among the Je we. 

Lou are pleaſed to ſay, p. 11. If vou admit 
Ant every one has a right of rejecting whatever 
* is contrary to natural reaſon, and that all our ideas, 
and all our knowledge, is acquired only by the in« 
* lets of our external ſenſes, what becomes of the 
«* ſyſtem of revelation, and of that order of things 
in time paſt which is ſo contradictory to the pre- 
ſent. With theſe two ſingle phraſes,” you add, 

41 can overturn. the whole edifice of your faith.” 
© OY 0 
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Aae d "ROY wit it +0 fixing y other 07 
better foundation. Did Moſes or Jelus appeal te 
any thing elſe * hs teafoni; and the external 
| ſenſes, of men? Is it not by tlie uſe of the ſame 
eyes and ears that we judge of ſupernatural, that 
we do of natural events? And how does it appear 
that | miracles, by which the Supreme Being may 
| chuſe to evidence his interpoſition, is any contradic- 
tion to. the preſent order of things, when both may 
be true? Where is the contradiction in ſaying that | 
miracles were wrought at one time, and not at ano- 
ther ; in one place; and not at another? 
Tau ſay, p. 14. that you have 1 hs Lok 
| 5 ol nature, a more authentic one, and more caſy to 
© be read, than leaves of paper blackened over with 
* Greek or Hebrew.“ Now I Mp 
opened this book of nature to little purpoſe, not to 
have diſcovered, more clearly than you ee 
tie author of nature; and though a book written 
in Greek or Hebrew may be, and I believe is, unin- 
ttelligible to you] it ſpeaks to thoſe who! underſtand 
: thoſe es Aa more intelligible language on the 
e | ADH Hg ee 


ture. ; 
But wh eniclaghs have] you given of) your Fa 
Qudied this book of nature? I have not heard of 
any thing that you have read, or diſcovered, in it. 
My ſtudies have been pretty equally divided between 


that book, wy 69:0 which doubt not is from 
the ſame author, bearing equal marks of wiſdom, 
and having the ſame SL _ ect, the e inſtruc- 
tion of mankind. 2 

here is one paſt of the book of nature to which 
I ſuſpe& that you have given þut little attention, and 
that is human nature, and the ſprings of human ac- 
tions; the affections and conduct of men being regu- 
lated by as certain and uniform laws as any other 


phenomena in nature. If, Sir, you have any know- 


ledge of this kind, pleaſe to apply it to the caſe of 
the Hebrew nation in the time of Moſes, and of 
Jeſus, if you believe that ſuch a nation ever exiſted; 
and ſay by what principles they were actuated who 
lived and died in the profeſſion of what required no 
reaſoning, but only the evidence of their eyes and 
| ears, many of whom ſuffered the greateſt extremi- 
ties rather than abandon a faith ſo founded, if the 
facts to which they gave their teſtimony never hap- 
pened. Do you find any ſuch men at this day, or 
in any other period? If you can believe that any 
beings in the form, and with the feelings of men, 
could act as they did, without there being any truth 
in thoſe facts, you have more faith, and believe may 
me, miracles, a I da, FRE | 
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| As you have 3 written a book of 
rbeolagical controverſy, from your own. inclinatian to 
the ſubject, and for the inſtructjion of mankind, but 
have alſo vouehſafed to make ſome kind of reply to 
my anſwer to it, you may be induced to get over the 
cight reaſons for your declining to proſecute the ſub · 
dne. and reply mon. | Wich this baren * take 
ae to point out diſtinAly what yan _ to do. 
And as you fay you do not always {peak in your 
own perſon, continue to do as you have done. Let 
it be ſometimes the grand lama that ſpeaks, and 
ſometimes Mr. Volney, and we will . = 
tween them as well as we can. 
1. Pleaſe to give us your. reaſons fon unde 
| the God of Moſes. to have been an Egyptian one, 
| | the ſame with the Kneph, and Ir of that people; 
Eo the Jupiter of the Greeks, the Vela of Pythagoras, 
1 and the principle of fire of the Stoicks. 
2. Make it appear more evidently than you have 
| 85 done, that the {even lamps in the candleſtick de- 
1 mie 


Leiters to My. Volney. 2 

ſcribed wy Moſes, the twelve precious ſtones i in the 

ephod of the Hebrew high- prieſt, or the lamb in the 
paſſover, had any relation to the worſhip of the 
ſtars; that the Ark was an imitation of the tomb 
of Oſiris, and that the very name of this Egyptian 
prince, or deity, is preſerved in the writings of 
Moſes. Having brought theſe ſtrange things to 

our cars, we wiſh to have them reconciled to onr 
| eee euere, a ob e . 

3. You are defired to give your ſci for ap- 
poling that the Iſraelites were driven out of Egypt 8 
in a time of famine, and that with no more than 
Gx thouſand men they took poſſeſſion of Paleſtine, . 
occupied as it then was by ſeveral warlike nations, 
and to ſhew that the hiſtory of Diodorus Siculus is 
more to be depended on than that of Moſes.” © 
4. It behoves you {till more to anſwer the fol- 
lawing queries, with reſpect to which you have no 
Diodorus Sicnlus to lean upon, ſince you there ſtand 
wholly upon your own ground. Inform ns what 

vuere the doctrines which the Jews after their return 
from Babylon borrowed from the Chaldeans or 


Perſians; how the former prophets, from ſecing the 


great conqueſts of the Arians, foreſaw that their 
nation would be conquered by the Babylonians ; that 
this Babylonian empire, then not exiſting, would 
be deſtroyed; how the Meſſiah, the great delicerer 
> ou Jewiſh _— came to be metamorphoſed 
into 


1 5 e 70 Mr. 50 


into a cruciſied malefactor, and that all the mags 
nificent | promiſes, of the prophets were believe 
to haye been accompliſhed in him, and how ſo diſ. 
tin a hiſtory as we have of him, and of the propa - 
gation of his religion by twelve apoſtles, came to 
gain credit, and to be profeſſed, at the hazard of 
- men's properties and lives, immediately after the 
time in which he is faid to have lived, if, as you 
ſuppoſe, the whole of the hiſtory was a mere fable. 
Perhaps you will ſay that the twelve r were 
the twelve ſigus of the Zodiac. 90 
S. As you. have not yet ſpoken Tacitus, 2 
nius, or Pliny the younger, into nonexiſtence 
(though, ſince your argument abſolutely requires 
it, it may be expected that you will do it) you are 
required to ſhew how they, who were all heathens, 
came to give any account of this Jeſus, of his ren 
numerous diſciples, and of their being grievouſly 
perſecuted; that they were ſo numerous in the pro- 
vince of Bythinia, which was pretty near to the 
ſcene of the tranſactions, that the heathen ſacrifices 
were almoſt diſcontinued within a fe years after 
the death of the laſt of the apoſtles. You ſeem 
fond of paradoxes, and as you have amuſed the 
world with the propoſal, you may like to do the 
' fame in a. higher degree by the ſolution of them. 
To leave.us in the dark after the at of! ſo much 
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6. As I do not ſuppoſe you will permit us to call 
| * queſtion your ſkill in the learned languages, you 
Vill oblige your numerous readers by ſhewing ut 


how the word Chrift is derived from the Hebrew 5 


Heres, and not from the Greek xo, as I believe we 
have all been taught at ſchool, and are informed 
in all the common lexicons, and that this God, as 
you call him, of the Chriſtians, is the fame with 
5 how” Chriſen, or Chri/tna, of the Hindoos. 
- You will alſo” pleaſe to add to this article ſome 
Marks account of the derivation of the word Feſus, 
from Tes, which you ſay ſignifies: 608, one of the 
ſolar periods, alſo of its being the ancient and Caba- 
liſtic name of the younger Bacchus, the clandeſtine 
or nocturnal ſon of Minerva, and not the mere 
Greek pronunciation of the Hebrew Joſhua, as 
Eliar is of Elijah, which the ſlighteſt inſpection of 
the Septuagint ſeems to prove; ſinee we are ſeſs ae- 
| Wee with this way: _ erudition - 8 you 
_ eee nen is no more to 
* queſtioned than your acquaintance with the 
learned languages, it may be hoped that you will 
condeſcend to point out to us ſome reeords, with 
which we are at preſent unacquainted, concerning 
tlie hiſtory of priefts. You ſay of them, among 
15 other things, no doubt equally well founded; that 
| way 288 where * lye4n celibacy, to get rid of 
| © domeſtic 
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; been — 21 mme grar 


ot oe general ral with, 


y n 


ee prieſts, and make the profeſſion 
eligible than it is at preſent, if you vil ſhow that, 
© every where? as you alſo ſay, under the cloak 


1 tert lo Mr. Volncy. 
* whereas in tlie hiſtories 


to which we rp we do not find that | 


any prieſts have been obliged to live in celibacy, 
_ except thoſe of 'the-churcks af Rome. This was 
not the caſe with the Heathen prieſts. ulius Ceſar 


uns a prieſt, and Cicero an augur, but they did 
Eybele were caſtrated, but this was rather a phy- 
ical, than a moral reſtraint from marriage; and 
the Roman Veſtals were at liberty to marry after 

| SOR. Neither the Mahometan nor the 


ned from marrying. The 
tan clergy in all countries are married. af 
airy, you will find they are 


8. You will ado; en obligations gill on 


of poverty, they find the ſecret of being rich, and 


a procuring all ſorts of enjoyments, and that 
they even receive greater revenues than thoſe of 


+ princes. This we have been led to think was 


| che caſe of * and by no means chat of che 


— 
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many But by being taught to read hiſtory: with 
your eyes, it may appear to have been . caſe of 
E eee e ee eee 
9. As you have not taken any notice val their re- 
marks of my learned friend, mentioned in my ſecond 
\ppendix, I ſhall in two queries remind you of 
them : Vou fay you have © the unanimous teſtimony = 
of all ancient monuments”. for a certain opinion 
concerning the religion of. the ancient Egyptians, 
and yet you refer only to the opinion of Cheremon, 
who lived after the Chriſtian æra, and ſome others, 
whoſe names are unknown to us. Pleaſe, there- 
fore; to produce the other ancient monuments 
of the are thing. nn nen, r e 
ancient. EY A 
10. Von fa FRY 8 adi RAT auen! may be 
25 Wr with certainty, on the authority of aſtro- 
© nomy itſelf, (than which we allow that Böcke £ 
os: certain) * to near ſeventeen thouſan 
years, which intirely overturns the Mailaic-acs 
count of the origin of the human race. And you 
ſay that Mr. Dupuis has collected many probable 
reaſons for thinking that formerly the conſtellation 
libra was at the vernal equinox. As we are not 
acquainted with Mr. Dupuis's reaſons, but find that 
they have made a great impreſſion on your mind, 
we doubt not but you can recollect them, and we 
_ vou will have the . to communicate 
3 * them 
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36 —_ Letters to Mr. Volney. 
bability, or the ſhadow of a probability, is not to be 
neglected; as in war eee Eten are rat 
be had, invalids are called out. 2 
Ihe heliacal riſing of elmeg ee he 
noticed by Heſiod, and other ancient wri - 
But according to Sit the age of the world 
„ Moſes repreſents it to have 
been. This is the opinion of Sir Iſaac Newton. 
But what was he compared to Mr, Dupuis? We 
therefore humbly hope that vou —_— mm: | 
— SRRPEA Ras news anna oi; 
11. Laſtly; ſuppoſing, Sir, PRION ou w e 
— an, dropped as you 45 by 
ſome. accident, by the unknown power that pro · 
duced him, in I garden, or orchard, furniſhed by the 
of all kinds, 4 8 peaches, plums, &c. with eſculent 
allexcellen in cheek ine e within any inftrucs 
ohcerning the uſe of your limbs, or your 
Gini apr anmreiable bo avail yourſelf of them, and 
contrive to ſubſiſt? Fell us ho-] theſe apples, cab- 
bages, and potatoes, though they ſhould have been 
ready boiled or roaſted; could be e IS. your 
mouth, while you lay ſprawling and kicking the 
ground? This is à difficulty I took the liberty to 


y * not yet youchſafed to 
| | ſolve 


* 


Letters 40 Mr. ng: * 
eule it 3 butre-Hope: mu wh onſecond thoughts, 


condeſcend to relieve us. Sade? 

Pleaſe alſo not to forgetit to inform eee ib 
nale. or reef E- - wer g nn. how he 
gible pete their viſible ones, to Aiſtinguiſl 
wholeſome from unwhole: 


of hunger, for at leaſt a year or two (ſince we can- 


not ſuppoſe that leſs time was neceſſary for the pure 
_ poſe) till he had acquired that knowledge, © Pleaſe 


alſo to inform us how a man, deſtitute; of all innate 
ideas or experience, contrived to make love to 4 


female of the ſame ſpecies, dropped by a fumilar ac- 5 
rident in the ſame garden or orchard, in order to 


ſtthe perpetuation of the ſpecies. Von, Ar, an we 
| ro pit this, [thong we cannot. 


: 3 915 
* 1 England Shes a child i is "hers 5 into a : family i in which 


. there are bigger children, capable of aſking queſtions, it 1s 
very common for them to aſk the nurſe * where the baby 
came from? and it is as eommon for her to ſay, that · Papa 
fond it. in the parfley-bed.* Now as I never heard of Mr. 
Volney's father, I may, arguing juſt as he does with reſpe&t 


to the e, ſay that he never had a father, but was ſound 


0 fo far as Mr. Vaoey. For ſhe allows the nerellix'of carefully 
_ nurſing the new found child; but our little Volney, immedi- 


- ately on his being dropped on the parſley-bed, was capable 
of running about, and of taking care of himſelf, 
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' how he was able to quiet the unſeaſonable cravings 
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. — queries. Give us more 1 or we 5 re- 

lapſe into gur priltine darkneſs; into the belief of. 

_ God, Dprovidence, and a ſupernatural guide, as 

our motlters and nurſes have taught us; and then 

What advantage ſhall we derive from the new philo- 

phy, and your ingenious er on * Ruins 
df Palmyra ß 


This, Sir, is from one part of "oY double en 
1 you and Mr. Gibbon have given me. Should 
a Trinitarian antagoniſt appear, I may turn to the 
other. At preſent my attention is not drawn that 


Way, and I ſhall be glad if I can fire with as good 
effect towards your quarters, as I have done in the 


oppoſite direction. If ſhould point a few more of 
my guns. towards your falling Ruins, very little of 
them I apprehend would ſtand much longer. In- 
deed they ſeem to be in great danger of falling by 
their own weakneſs. 

Differing as we do in ſo many things, I: am kappy 


chat we are united as citizens of France, you by 


birth, and I by adoption. Agreeably to _—_ I con- 


clude with oe] you pg and Oy 


3 b PRIESTLEY. 
- PHILADELPHIA, | i 
© March 2ad; 170% 3: 214 
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1 THE END. 


